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Local Plan 2021-2037 
 

Education Requirements 
 

 
COUNCIL POSITION STATEMENT 

                                                                                

 
Officers from Blackburn with Darwen’s Education and Growth & Development Departments 
have been liaising throughout the preparation of the new Local Plan to determine the 
education provision that may be required to ensure that there are sufficient primary and 
secondary school places available in the Borough to meet the immediate and projected future 
needs. 
 
Short-term education requirements (over the next 3-5 years) 
Work is currently underway to address the increased demand for primary school places in the 
North of the borough over the next 5 years.  
 
Demand for secondary school age places in the Blackburn locality is immediate and ongoing 
for the next 3-5 years. It is anticipated that an increase of 150/300 places across year groups 
7 – 11 will meet this increased demand and allow for a surplus of places to meet any temporary 
bulge year pressures. 
 
The Education department is currently working with secondary school leaders and the 
Council’s Growth team to address this issue. A range of interventions will be discussed 
including utilising the school estates more efficiently and assessing the potential for small 
scale school expansions. 
 
This position will be kept under review as part of our pupil place planning work, taking into 
account annual updates to pupil yield, population demographics and school intake data. 
 
Long-term education requirements (over the Local Plan period to 2037) 
A detailed pupil forecast modelling exercise has been carried out by Edge Analytics to assess 
and identify future demand for school places. The model uses school census data, draft Local 
Plan housing trajectory figures, primary and secondary pupil yield information, migration 
information, pre-school population data and projected birth rates to determine the need for 
additional primary and secondary school places over the Plan period 2021-2037, aiming to 
maintain a 10% surplus of places across the Borough. 

 
A balanced model of sufficiency seeks to ensure a healthy supply of places to meet modelled 
demand. The model identifies a potential future shortfall in both primary school and secondary 
school provision over the Plan period as a result of new housing developments. It should be 
noted that as relatively long-term forecasts, the data inputs can vary over time and will 
therefore be reviewed during the plan period.  In summary, current long-term forecasts 
indicate: 
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 There is a forecast need over the plan period to 2037 for an additional 88 primary school 
places in Blackburn North planning area; 
 

 Combined, there is a forecast need over the plan period to 2037 for an additional 268 
primary school places in Blackburn South, Blackburn West and Blackburn East planning 
areas; 
 

 There is a forecast need for an additional 181 primary school places in Darwen between 
2026/27 and 2036/37; 

 

 There is a forecast need for an additional 810 secondary school places in the Borough 
over the plan period to 2037. 

 
Education data identifies a significant transfer between Blackburn South, Blackburn West and 
Blackburn East Neighbourhood Areas in relation to where pupils reside and the location of the 
schools they attend. As a result, it is considered the most appropriate approach is to combine 
these areas when planning for additional primary school places.  

 
In order to meet the potential shortfalls over the longer term in primary and secondary school 
provision over the Plan period to 2037, the Education department will proceed with the 
following actions: 
 
Primary places – Blackburn North  
- Regular monitoring of primary pupil yield, population demographics and primary intake 

data (demand) against existing and planned pupil place availability. Progress feasibility 
works to identify existing primary schools suitable for expansion and/or remodelling if 
additional places are needed over the longer term.  

 
Primary places - Blackburn South, Blackburn West and Blackburn East Planning Areas  

- Review previous proposals for a new one-form entry primary school in West Blackburn.  
 

- Progress feasibility works to identify primary schools within the South, East and/or West 
localities that would be suitable for expansion and/or remodelling if needed later in the 
plan period. 

 
Primary places - Darwen Planning Area  

- Continue to annually monitor the primary school intake data for Darwen. Progress  
feasibility works if and when required to increase the number of places at St Peter’s 
School, Darwen to meet forecasted needs over the longer term. 

 
Secondary places - Blackburn with Darwen   
- In order to address the immediate requirement for additional secondary school places 

within the Blackburn locality, a range of interventions are currently being discussed with 
secondary school leaders, including utilising the school estates more efficiently and 
assessing the potential for small scale school expansions.  
 

- Progress feasibility works to determine the capacity of existing secondary schools within 
the Borough to increase the number of places available to meet longer term requirements.  

 
Post-16 places – Blackburn with Darwen 
- In relation to Post 16 provision in the Borough, the Council’s Education department are 

commencing liaison work with Post-16 providers to ensure sufficient provision for all 
learners. There are no immediate capacity concerns. 
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As the projected need figures and actions presented above are based on the long-term 
education needs in the Borough over the Local Plan period to 2037, they will be kept under 
review and revised if required in light of updated data on pupil numbers on roll and school 
capacity/admissions information.  Regular liaison between the Council’s Education and 
Growth & Development Departments will continue in order to progress the work needed over 
the long term to ensure sufficient primary and secondary school places to support planned 
new development identified in the Local Plan. 
 
 
 
 
Jayne Ivory       Simon Jones 
 
         
 
 
 
 
Strategic Director of       Growth Director 
Children and Education     Department of Growth & Development
  

  


